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• Sponsor a Trophy  

• Donate to our Raffles 

President’s Message 
 

Hi MAFCRC members, 

 Hope everyone's summer is as enjoyable as mine.  I am writing 

from Maine and enjoying the cool temperatures and low humidi-

ty.  The flat-coats love it too. 

 For the second half of 2018, we have a pretty nice and full lineup 

of events to share with your flat-coat(s).  We kick off with an Own-

er Handler Day on September 23rd at Carol Wyatt's facility.  It will 

be a great chance to learn more about how to groom your flat-

coats and present them in the breed ring.  There will be a demon-

stration by a professional handler, time to practice on your own 

flat-coat and finally a conformation fun match with ribbons and 

prizes.  Please get your pre-entries in early to Janet Herrington so 

we can plan for space, grooming tools and lunch.  Please look for 

the entry form in your email or contact Janet or one of the officers. 

 In October, we will hold our Fall supported entry with sweep-

stakes at the Sunday Ramapo Kennel Club show.  Our breed judge 

is Anne Savory Bolus and sweepstakes judge is Tina Mohr.  Cont.page 2 
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Fun Day 2018 

By Peg Forte 

Despite the so-so weather today we had a nice turn-

out at the Fun Day.  A huge thank you to Robin and 

Carol Wyatt for letting us hold this event at their 

home in PA. 

Another huge thank you to Janet Mines Krings who 

sat outside in the chilly weather a good portion of 

the day testing dogs for their AKC Tricks titles. Sever-

al dogs passed. Janet and Bob              Cont.page 2 

Meet and Greet at the Fun Day 



Herrington arrived early to help, Janet took care of 

registrations, others pitched in a were judges for obe-

dience run throughs. Or any other photos of the day.  

There were some new puppies present, always fun to 

see the young ones. 

 Some of the dogs braved the chilly water in the 

pond, others practiced their rally, obedience and agility for the 

specialty. The three boys that will be on an obedience team 

practiced together, the girl was present but in heat so we decid-

ed she would be too big 

of a distraction to join 

in the practice. 

 We gained a new 

member who will be 

introduced in the next 

newsletter.  Thank you 

everyone for coming, 

we hope you all had a 

good time. 

 

We will have a club meeting with refreshments under the pavilion.  

We will also raffle off some baskets and donated prizes.  Please enter 

your dogs and plan to join us. 

 Our Booster will be at Valley Forge Kennel Club this year.  We hope 

to have our annual holiday lunch in conjunction with this show. 

 Plans are also in the works to hold a WC/WCX and another Fun Day.  

Please watch the MAFCRC Newsletter, our Yahoo Group and Face-

book for further news on these events. 

 In the meantime, enjoy summer with your flat-coats! 

 Donna 
 

Continued  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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New puppy enjoying the day 

Continued  Fun Day 

 New club T-shirts are 
available for $20  
Contact Peg Forte 

Janet performing Trick Testing 

Agility Fun Carol & Janet  
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Continued PHOTOS OF FUN DAY 

Cliff Young learning agility 

Meet the puppy 

Amanda practicing Agility 

Rally practice 



 

COMPANION DOG EXCELLENT  
 “Cody” Ch Victory’s Kodiak 

Grin and Bear It CDX JH WC, 

was eager to earn his Compan-

ion Dog Excellent title on April 

28, 2018 at Hampton Roads 

OTC, VA under Judge Ted 

McCall.  Cody says, “no more 

group stays for me!"     

 
BEST OF BREED  
Susan, Don and the Bierer 
Boys love living in Pinehurst, 
and Pinehurst loves us back! 
 At our local all-breed show 
held by Moore County Kennel 
Club in Pinehurst, NC, “Cody” 
won Best of Breed for his first 
Grand Major on May 5, 2018. 
 Not to be out done, “Rudy’ 
BISS RBIS GCHS Blazin’s JOIE 
De Viere went BOB the next 
day to add a few more points 
toward Gold.    Don and Susan 
Bierer 
 

MULTIIPLE VENUE SUCCESS  

“Cliff” Argon’s Montgomery 
Cliff 
FIRST Received his Canine 
Good Citizen award and 
passed the Novice Trick Dog 
test at the MAFCRC Fun Day 
(which was awesome by the 
way—huge thanks to Carol for 
hosting such an event). 
IN CONFORMATION 
“Cliff” Was WD/BOW at the 
Spring Supported Entry in 
Bucks County for his first ma-
jor and at the National Special-

ty in York - took 3rd Place in 
the Am Bred Group. 

Gail Young 

 

“Haze” (CH Indulgent Purple 

Haze) was awarded a Judges 

Award of Merit (JAM) at the 

Spring Supported in his 2nd  

show as a Special.  

“Stella” (GCH Indulgent Stellar 

Spirit CD BN RA NA NF) Final-

lyfinished her Novice Jumpers 

Preferred Title at the Altoona 

Kennel Club agility Trial on 

April 27th.   

“Spirit” (Indulgent Spirit of the 

Dance) finished her Novice 

Fast Title at the FCRSA Nation-

al Specialty with a 2nd place. 

“Abby” (Windy Hill Maybe I’m 

Amazed) was awarded 3rd 

place in the Amateur Owner 

Handler Class at the FCRSA 

National Specialty. 

               Jeff and Viv Koontz 
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ACHIEVEMENTS! 

Rudy Bierer 

Cody Bierer 

Cliff & Gail at the Spring 

Supported 
Gail & Cliff at the  

FCRSA National Specialty 



Cont. Multiple Venue Success 

“Phoenix” and “Reba” (Valley Crest One Day At A Time CGC, 

TDI) earned their Novice Trick titles at the MAFCRC Fun day 

and “Preacher” earned his Novice trick title on May 28th. The 

next day we lost him to lymphoma. It was progressing just too 

fast.   At the Trenton KC show 5/7/18 “Reba” and 

Jess won WB/BW/BOS/BOH  for a point over the 

bitch special.                                        Patty Johnstone 

 
NEW CHAMPION & GROUP PLACEMENT 
Sabrina (CH Light-Foot's Bella Notte) finished her 
championship on March 22nd.  She jumped right in 
to earn GCH majors and is already three quarters of 
the way to her GCH title.  She surprised us by win-
ning the breed and taking a Group 4 under Ann 
Yuhasz at the Ladies Kennel Association show on 
May 18th.  She also made the cut from Best of 
Breed in York at the FCRSA National under Jim Ir-
vine (love the wand).  Sabrina celebrated her sec-
ond birthday on June 7th.  Needless to say she got a new toy 
and lots of hugs from us.  Thanks to Hope Meaker, Knight and 
Bell for giving us this lovely girl.  We also thank Peter Kubacz 
for presenting her so expertly. 

Donna Sickles and Larry Zimic 
 

NEW TITLES AND RALLY AND UNOFFICAL TRI-WIZARD 

 “Sadie” (Indulgent Sassy Sadie) owned by Christine and Sam 

Taylor won 3rd place in Rally Advance & a leg in Beginner Nov-

ice at the FCRSA National Specialty.  “Coal” (Indulgent Nuttall’s 

Char-Coal,RE) won 2nd Place in Beginner Novice A, Qualified in 

Rally Advanced B combined, 2nd place in Novice Fast at the FCR-

SA National Specialty. (an Un official Tri-Wizard as he was a late 

entry & was not entered for the Tri-Wizard Award)  

Both “Sadie” and “Coal” finished their BN titles July 13th at the 

Durham Kennel Club. There were two back-to-back trials . 

“Coal” earned a 3rd place with a 192 & a 2nd place with a 191. 

In both trials he would have been in 1st place but he barked at 

me when we were done, which cost him 4 and 3 points respec-

tively. (Cannot shut that boy up!) “Miss Sadie” earned a 2nd 

place with a 193.5 & 3rd place with a 191.                                                      

Christine & Sam Taylor   
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Cont. ACHIEVEMENTS! 

Sadie & Coal new BN titles 

with placements 
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Sabrina’s Group 4 Placement 

with Peter Kubacz 



By Amanda Carrozza  

 

Tick season is upon us, so it may come as no surprise that a 

research group at Oklahoma State University’s (OSU) Center 

for Veterinary Health Sciences has confirmed the existence of 

an exotic species of tick in the United States. 

 

Found on a dog in Alabama, the parasite has been classified as 

a nymphal longhorned tick or bush tick, Haemaphysalis longi-

cornis, and was discovered through a national tick surveillance 

project being conducted by the OSU team, led by Susan Little, 

DVM, PhD, DACVM (parasitology). The lab confirmed the mor-

phologic identification by sequencing and reported the finding 

to the US Department of Agriculture. 

 

“We knew to be on the lookout for this tick given recent re-

ports in New Jersey, Virginia, and West Virginia,” said Dr. Little. 

“We are very glad we were able to assist on efforts to under-

stand the current distribution of this new species.” 

 

H longicornis originated in East Asia and invasive populations 

have been established in Australia, New Zealand, and several 

Pacific Islands—and perhaps now, the eastern United States. 

Earlier this year, the Journal of Medical Entomology published 

a report of these ticks infesting sheep in Hunterdon County, 

New Jersey in summer 2017. All life stages were found on the 

sheep, which had no history of traveling outside of the coun-

try. The New Jersey incident was believed to be the first estab-

lished population of the species ever documented in the Unit-

ed States. 

 

According to a related report in Entomology Today, H longi-

cornis is a unique species of tick because of its capacity for par-

thenogenesis—reproduction without fertilization, in which 

femIt’s this trait that gives the species the ability to infest are-

as in a short period of time. In fact, among the 27 adults, 41 

nymphs, and 1058 larvae collected in New Jersey, just ONE 

Contined next page 
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HIKER HACKS 

Hiking with my dogs has become a 

passion of mine and I really enjoy 

sharing what I’ve learned with oth-

ers.  Even if you’re not a hiker, some 

of these hacks and ideas are useful 

just for general walks around town. 

 

Hack #1:  Lint roller for ticks  Sadly, 

ticks are everywhere!  After every 

outdoor excursion a tick check is in 

order.  We do one at the car and 

another more thorough one once 

we get home.  A very clever hack for 

this is to use a lint roller (all dog 

owners have them!)  Just run the 

roller over your dog, and yourself. 

You might pick up a tick or two that 

you missed.  

 

Hack #2:  Grocery bag sling  Wor-

ried about how you’d get your dog 

back home if he gets hurt in the 

middle of your hike? One possible 

solution is a plastic grocery bag with 

handles. You can buy these any-

where for 99 cents.  Cut out the 

sides, slip the bag around your dog’s 

middle, and use the handles for 

support. This cheap and easy sling 

will allow you to help your dog 

along until you can get help. 

 

Hack #3:  Cookie water   Staying 
hydrated while out hiking is very 
important, but some dogs don’t 
want to drink as much as they 
should.  A simple solution is ‘cookie 
water’. I pour water into a collapsi-
ble bowl, then toss in a handful of 
cookies. In order to get all the cook-
ies my dog needs to consume the 
water as well.  It’s an effective way 
to sneak in that liquid!   

Exotic Tick Species Found in Multiple States 
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https://academic.oup.com/jme/article-abstract/55/3/757/4840594?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://entomologytoday.org/2018/02/21/native-asia-found-new-jersey-curious-case-invasive-tick/


New Tick Test Findings "Dogged by Discrepancies: The 

New CDC Lyme Disease Report Comparing National Ca-

nine and Human Cases" from the State of Georgia Lyme 

Disease Task Force, this further explains WHY the 3DX, 

4DX and Lyme Quant C6 testing is unreliable.  2016: With 

the recent nationwide shortage of Lyme disease IFA 

slides for the IDEXX 371 Serology panel-- suspiscious-- 

YOU BET-- we are moving the Texas A & M panel to the 

top. I would still do the 371 as it is and assume Lyme dis-

ease is a co infection if there are any positive titers for 

Ehrlichia and RMSF.    7 

Cont. Exotic Tick Species Found in Mult. States  

Cont. HIKER HACKS 
 
Hack #4:  Small pop open um-

brella   A small spring loaded 

umbrella can serve several 

functions.  Of course, it can 

keep you dry if an unexpected 

rain shower develops.  But it 

can also serve as a form of 

protection for you and your 

dog in another way.  If a loose 

dog or other wild animal, such 

as a coyote, is approaching you 

just aim the umbrella and pop 

the button.  The unexpected 

opening can be enough to 

startle the approaching animal 

and give you a chance to move 

to safety. 

Hack #5:  Turn around and 

snap a photo   Are you direc-

tionally challenged?  Getting 

lost on a hike is no joke. Of 

course you’ll have a trail map 

(either on an app or a paper 

copy, or both).  If you’re doing 

an out & back hike rather than 

a loop it’s a good idea to take 

photos of landmarks to remind 

you of the correct path to take 

back to the trail-

head.  Whenever I come to a 

fork in the trail or any place 

where there’s an option for 

direction I turn and take a pho-

to. Then if I get confused on 

the way back I can just pull up 

that picture as a reminder.   

I hope you enjoyed these hacks 

and find them useful.  If you’re 

interested in hearing more my 

webinar is still available for 
purchase for a very limited 

time.  You might be able to 

sneak in and snag yours before 

it gets archived. Check here to 

see if it’s still open to pur-

chase: 

https://fenzidogsportsacademy

.com/index.php/self-

specimen was male.  Females produce offspring that are nearly clones 

of themselves.   

H longicornis readily feed on cattle, but they are also known to attach 

to small ruminants, horses, dogs, cats, people, and several common 

wildlife species as well. 

 

Surveillance is currently ongoing to learn more about where the species 

is located within the country and if it may be carrying any disease. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that in Chi-

na, H longicornis has been suspected to be the vector of severe fever 

with thrombocytopenia syndrome virus. None of the ticks collected in 

New Jersey were found to be carrying disease, according to the New 

Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

In other parts of the world, most modern tick preventives are effective 

against this species. 

 Reprinted from   American 

Veterinarian 

www.americanveterinarian.com/news/exotic-tick-species-found-in-multiple-states 
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http://illinoisbirddogrescue.org/images/cdclymequant.pdf
http://illinoisbirddogrescue.org/images/cdclymequant.pdf
http://illinoisbirddogrescue.org/images/cdclymequant.pdf
https://fenzidogsportsacademy.com/index.php/self-study/webinars
https://fenzidogsportsacademy.com/index.php/self-study/webinars
https://fenzidogsportsacademy.com/index.php/self-study/webinars
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/21/10/15-0126_article
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GONE TO SOON………………………... 

“Preacher” 
Sharmead's Pale Rider *TKN 

    9/31/2013-5/29/2018 
 
Our 3rd loss in 6 months: 
Another star is in the sky. Preacher joined his mother, 
Sophie and sister, Cricket on the other side of the Rain-
bow Bridge on May 29th. The lymphoma was progress-
ing just too fast. Three dogs in 6 months is just too 
much.  
My little man, my singleton puppy. You were so loved 
and are greatly missed every day.  
Run free from the pain Preacher man  

The JOHNSTONE FAMILY 
 

BEST OF OPPOSITE SEX & WINNERS DOG 

At FCRSA NATIONAL SPECIAALTY   

 

“ANDERW”  

WINDY HILL LOVE CHANGES EVERYTHING 

 

Owned & Bred by  

Dr. Robert & Sonja Rickert, Leanne Selof, 

& Angela Lloyd 

Presented by Angela Lloyd 

Preacher & Tyler Johnstone 

CONGRATULATIONS ! 
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NEW ADDITIONS!!! 

 
From the FCRSA National Specialty we did bring home 
my sons  new pup. An adorable yellow flatcoat pup 
named "Tonka " Heirborn's Cloud Chaser.  I've not seen 
my son smile this much in a long time. During the week 
he drops him off in the morning and picks him up after 
work until he is old enough to be home alone. He's a 
smart little guy and bringing much joy to us all.                    

                                              Patty Johnstone 

Tonka (Flat-Coat)& Kimber (IRWS) 

Tonka & Kimber 

Tonka 

“Peeve” and Holly welcomed  10 puppies in 
May.  5 boys and 5 girls  All black,  
 
“Peeve” and I passed our therapy evaluation 
today, July 14th, so we are now a certified 
therapy team through the organization Crea-
ture Comforts  

Andy Abramowitz 

Andy visiting Peeve’s Pups at 

6 weeks of age 

Peeve x Holly pups at 

6 weeks 

Peeve modeling his new 

therapy dog vest. 



Cont. ACHIEVEMENTS! 
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BRONZE GRAND CHAMPION 
 
GCH BRONZE StormWatch Beaufort's Record Wynds CDX NA TKN CGC 

 
Best of Breed earning his Bronze Level Grand Championship under Judge 
Eric Ringle,  Bald Eagle KC July 30th. 
He will be semi-retired in breed and work on Utility, Agility and start field.                                                  
Beau has a new short legged brother, : 
 
Cappy" Coffee Cup's Jamaican Me a Cappuccino., A litter brother to Peg 
Forte's Travis                                                                                      Carol Wyatt 
 

 
Tri-Wizard and More 
Jetta has had a great first half of the year starting with finishing her Bronze 

Grand CH in February. A total of 2 BOB, 9 BOS and 2  Selects. The highlight 

of the FCRSA   Specialty was  John Price showing Jetta to an Judges Award of 

Merit. Also at the Specialty Jetta earned her first Open Standard Agility leg 

with a 1st place, then a 3rd in Novice B Obedience, Q’s in Advanced and 

Excellent Rally gave her the Tri Wizard Award. 

 

In June Jetta finished her Open Standard Agility Title and earned her 

first Open Jumpers leg. 

  

Jetta’s brother Beau with Carol Wyatt showing him has had several BOB 

this year, Owner Handler group placements including a Group 1. At the 

Bloomberg Show on July 30th Beau finished his Bronze Grand Champi-

onship. He also had a first place in Novice Open Standard and Graduate 

Open Obedience, a Q in Rally Novice earning him the Tri Wizard Award.  

 

Jetta has a new short legged brother, Travis.  Coffee Cup’s Travelin’ Man. 

Shown here resting on 

one of Jetta’s BOB  rib-

bons.                                                          

Peg Forte 

“Beau” wins BOB to obtain  his Bronze GCH 

“Jetta” above in agility & below at the 

National with John Price 
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We wanted to make you aware of some changes that will be coming to our 
Yahoo Group. As always, this group has been a place for members to share 
news, accomplishments, events and a place to have discussions regarding 
the dogs that we all hold so dear.  
 
 
The group will continue to be this, but with two new moderators, Peg Forte 
and Amanda Sypniewski. We will also be limiting membership of the yahoo 
groups to those who are current MAFCRC members.  
 
 
The old MID-ATLANTIC FLATTIES Group will close effective September 15 
and begin a new group using the title MAFCRC Flats. We will be inviting 
members to join this group using the email addresses that were provided 
when membership was renewed for 2018.  
 
There are various photos and files that members have uploaded to the 
current group over the years, please download and save any files you 
would like prior to the closing date as they will not be available once the 
group is closed.  
 
If you have not renewed and would like to be a member, please contact Peg 

Forte our membership secretary. 

 

All the best, 

Amanda Sypniewski and Peg Forte, Moderators MAFRCR Flats 

Yahoo Group Members 

Mid-Atlantic Flatties  NAME CHANGE 
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Board Meeting - August 26th 7pm 
 

Owner Handler Day - Sept. 23rd              
C&S Country K9 Club, Kunkletown, PA 
 

WC/WCX Test - TBD 
 

Fall Supported and Membership 
Meeting –  
Ramapo KC Show October 14th  
 

Fall Booster & Holiday Party  
Valley Forge KC   December 8th 
 

Board Meeting - December 9th 7pm  
 

Meet the Breeds—NYC Feb. 9, 2019  
 

Board Meeting - Mar. 10, 2019 
 

Spring Supported and Membership 
Meeting  

Bucks Kennel Club  May 4, 2019  

MAFCRC Officers & 
Board Members  

President                             
Donna Sickles 
flatcoat927@yahoo.com   
973-886-7785  

Vice President                   
Mary Jane Koren                  
korenmj@icloud.com         
212-496-4044  

Treasurer                               
Larry Zimic    
lrzimic@gmail.com              
908-285-3434  

Recording Secretary            
Vivian Koontz                       
vivekoontz@yahoo.com          
814-977-4996  

Membership Secretary       
Peg Forte           
wynfcr40@gmail.com             
908-763-5724 DAY                
908-832-7231 EVE  

Board Members  

Amanda Sypinewski        
sypinewski12@gmail           
908-887-6896 

Carol Ann Wyatt                   
carol@wyattmail.com        
908 -510 -3602  

Andy Abramowitz          
andynbramowitz@gmail.com       
201-310-8083  

UPCOMING EVENTS 





 



To encourage and promote the responsible breeding of healthy purebred Flat-

Coated Retrievers, and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to per-

fection. 

 

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as ap-

proved by the American Kennel Club as the only standard of excellence by 

which Flat-Coated Retrievers shall be judged. 

 

To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by en-

couraging sportsmanlike competition at dogs shows, obedience trials and field 

trials; and, to have fun with our dogs. 

 

To conduct sanctioned matches, specialty shows, obedience trials, and field 

trials under the rules of the American Kennel Club. 

 

To educate MAFCRC members and other interested parties as to health, natu-

ral qualities and training of the breed; and to conduct training sessions for 

MAFCRC members. 

MAFCRC—Mission Statement 

MAFCRC Newsletter 

Deadlines 

Summer Newsletter  

Deadline—June 15th              

Publication-July 

Fall Newsletter  

Deadline—September 15th            

Publication—October 

Winter Newsletter  

Deadline— December 15th      

Publication—January 

Spring Newsletter  

Deadline—March 15th                

Publication—April 

Mid-Atlantic Flat -Coated 

Retriever Club 

Newsletter Editor 

Vivian Koontz 

125 Summit St 

Everett, PA  15537 
 

Phone: 814-977-4996 

Fax: 814-652-9875 

E-mail: vivekoontz@yahoo.com 

To: 


