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President’s Message
Happy Spring! We are finally done with the snow and cold weather and
everyone can get outside and start enjoying the warmer weather with
their flat-coats. While waiting for winter to end, the club had two zoom
events, “Here Comes da Judge” presented by Neal Goodwin and “What
is Man Trailing” by Jackie Lebbon. You will find a write up of these talks
in this newsletter.
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Fingers crossed but it does appear that conformation shows in our area
are starting up again. Although the supported entry at Bucks was canceled, the supported entries for Morris and Essex and Ramapo are moving forward and there are a few conformation shows in our area during
the next couple of months. There aren’t as many trials as we would like
and they fill quickly, but many of our members are keeping busy participating in obedience and agility trials. Please be sure to add your brags
to the newsletter and post those great photos on our Facebook page.
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We are planning more fun events in 2021. Unfortunately, the Companion Dog Sports Program (CDSP) seminar planned for May 8th at C&S
Country K9 Club LTD in Kunkletown, PA has been postponed. We are
excited to share that MAFCRC will be having another Dock Diving Event
at Splash Town K9 in Warwick, NY on August 7th. The event was such a
huge success last year we are going to extend the time. Look for updates in your email, on Facebook and the MAFCRC website.
Please welcome our new members Richard, Barbara and Mars Gladstone and Jackie, Lee and Alfie Lebbon.
We hope to see you and your flat-coats soon!
Janet Herrington, President

“Here Comes the Judge” with Neal Goodwin
The club had its first Zoom event with Neal Goodwin presenting
a talk entitled, “Here Comes da Judge” on February 21st. Neal
provided an overview of the roles of an AKC delegate, the various ways to become an AKC conformation judge, and his insight
on judging the Flat-Coated Retriever
For More Judging
Information:

AKC Judges Approval
Process
http://images.akc.org/
pdf/events/
conformation/JudgingApprovalProcess_2018.pdf
AKC Judges Study
Guide
https://www.akc.org/
sports/conformation/
judging-information/
judges-study-guides/

AKC Judges Directory
https://
www.apps.akc.org/
apps/judges_directory/
index.cfm

AKC FCR Official Breed
Standard
https://images.akc.org/
pdf/breeds/standards/
FlatCoatedRetriever.pdf

The AKC delegate plays an important role in approving rules,
regulations and policies that govern shows and trials by being
the interface between the FCRSA and AKC. There are nine
standing delegate committees and at the delegate meetings,
Neal is a member of the Field Trial and Hunting Event Committee, and closely monitors the Parent Club and the Canine Health
Committees, all very important committees for our breed.
Neal provided an overview of the various ways to become a
conformation judge, all of which have numerous steps. For
example, one pathway Neal reviewed included being a
steward for 6 shows, completing 6 judging assignments
(sweepstakes, matches), attending and completing the required
education courses including becoming proficient in canine
anatomy. Permit status (previously called provisional) is earned
once all the requirements have been successfully completed. As
a permit judge you can request a judging assignment. After completing 3 judging assignments and being reviewed by 3 representatives you can finally become a full fledge judge for that
breed. Detailed information on becoming a judge can be found
on the AKC website.
Neal talked about judging the FCR and what he thinks are the
most important elements to judge, particularly the silhouette
“from the tip of the nose to the tip of the tail” and movement. He
also discussed the importance of putting hands on the dog and
to remember that form follows function.
The group really enjoyed looking at pictures of FCRs and discussing what we liked or didn’t like about the dogs. We were
tasked with thinking about which dog would be able to do its job
and finding the virtues of each dog. We also had the opportunity
to pick Best of Breed.
Thank you Neal, for being our first speaker and providing an excellent presentation!
If any members have any ideas for future virtual presentations
please just let us know.
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What is MAN TRAILING? with Jackie Lebbon
The club had another Zoom event with our newest member
Jackie Lebbon presenting a talk entitled, “What is Man Trailing?”
on March 28th. Jackie and her FCR Alfie are part of Special Unit
66 Search and Rescue team in Lebanon, PA.
Jackie told us about all the different kinds or Search and Rescue
dogs and that Man Trailing is the pursuit of the individual scent
trail that a person leaves behind. An article is used that is contaminated with the missing person’s scent. The dog changes its
head position so that the scent can be detected both in the air
and on the ground. The dog indicates that they have identified
the person by either jumping up on the person, sitting in front of
the person, or barking at the person.
Jackie explained what smell is and how a dog’s sense of smell
is quite different than humans. We learned that humans shed
40,000 cells every minute and some cells can survive up to 100
years! The cells from the person don’t fall straight to the
ground, the environment plays a big role moving the cells
around. Wind, temperature, moisture, humidity and sunlight all
have an effect on the cells and the scent on the trail.
Jackie reviewed all the training equipment she uses with Alfie
and all the items she must carry in her backpack on a search.
Alfie wears a GPS collar that will transmit his location to a hand
held GPS and the computer back at the command center. Jackie’s backpack is filled with water, first aid kit, water dish, snake
bite kit, compass, GPS, a radio, paper, pen, plastic bags, gauze,
extra batteries, flashlights, tick remover, aspirin, cold pack and
of course super treats for Alfie!
The handler has to go through a lot of training including CPR,
wilderness first aid, and K9 wilderness first aid. The handler
must pass different courses such as FEMA courses, a lost person behavior course, a land navigation course using a compass
and SAR Tech II course. Of course, the handler has to be in
good physical shape because of all the different terrain they
have to cover so they have to be able to walk at least 2 miles
while carrying a 25-pound backpack.
It was fascinating to learn about all the training that Alfie and
Jackie go through. The training for search and rescue is very
intensive and must be done frequently. The team trains for different scent intensities and articles such as a contaminated
scent article, a car seat and a car door handle. They have to
train with multiple distractions such as horses, other dogs, wildlife, vehicle traffic, bicycles, noise, sirens and people (including
people that might be very upset). The dog should be capable of
working long trails that go through water, rocks, urban settings,
and wilderness with distractions without any problems. Cont. page 8

Jackie with Alfie above
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ACHIEVEMENTS
NEW TITLES
“Jetta ” GCH StormWatch Jet Stream
Jetta earned her Companion Dog Sport Pro
gram (CDSP) CD-C (Companion Dog) title in
January from the Novice B class. The exer
cises are similar to the AKC Companion
Dog. Many of the CDSP shows have 2 trials
in one day. Her first leg was earned back in
November.

“Jetta ” and Peg in CDSP Obedience
Photo by Carol Wyatt

In the first trial she earned a 197 and Jetta
was in a tie for 3rd place. In the run-off
she lost by having a crooked sit on a halt.
This was the first time in over 50 years of
showing in obedience that I was ever in a
runoff. In the 2nd trial she scored 194.5, got
2nd place finishing her title. Photo shows
Jetta and I with our judges. Sara Jacobs and
Sandi VerSprill.
Peg Forte

“Spirit” Indulgent Sprit of the Dance OA , OJ, NF
Spirit earned her Open Jumpers Title at the
Westmoreland County Dog Training Club
agility trial on February 28th!
Jeff & Viv Koontz

Open Jumper Agility Title for “Spirit”
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AKC Obedience & Rally Qualifying Events
at Mountain Laurel Show Cluster
July 27-August 1, 2021
Entiries Open June 30th

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
In Loving Memory of Jette
Meadowquest CBK The Wait Is Over
April 26,2008 - February 20, 2021
Jette was the first puppy that Ray and I ever whelped from our girl
Kayla. Jette's life was filled with "firsts." Most importantly, he was
the first family dog for Kurt and Robin Solsky and their 3 children from
New Jersey. His registered name includes the first initial of each child's
name as it told the story of their eagerness to own a dog. The oldest boy
had gone above and beyond in doing his home work on owning a dog. If
Jette could have told his story, I have no doubt that Jette would say he had
the best life- whether it be biking with his human Mom, running with his
human Dad, trips to the beach in Stone Harbor or swimming, playing ball
or just hanging out with the 3 kids at home. The 3 kids are now young
adults, but Jette was still very much part of their lives. Jette's family was
with him when it came time for him to cross the Rainbow Bridge.
Jette was a lucky boy-he held the most important title any dog can ever ask
for-"Beloved Family Member." Rest well, Jette.
You are missed and always loved by your forever family.
Lori Baycar, Meadowquest Flat Coats

“Jette” Solosky
(above)

BISS GCH Bay Creek I’m All For That JH “Allie”
March 16, 2006 – March 9, 2021
It is with immense sadness that Sonja and I report the passing of our beloved Allie, matriarch of Windy Hill Flat-Coated Retrievers, just a few days
shy of her 15th birthday. Allie was the mother, grandmother, or greatgrandmother of every Flat-Coat carrying the Windy Hill name. She was
bred by Leanne Selof. While Allie was shown very sparingly, she left an indelible record, especially at the National Specialties. Allie fashioned her
own personal version of a Triple Crown; Best in Sweepstakes in 2007, Best
of Breed in 2012, and Best in Veteran Sweepstakes in 2017. She also received a Judges Award of Merit at the 2010 Specialty. Despite her success
in the ring, Allie greatly preferred life in and around the pool or just hanging out. Sonja and I are especially grateful to several people who were so
very important in Allie’s life; Leanne Selof, Mark Bettis, Linda Lowy, Kris
Benoit, and Angela Lloyd. We will always remember with great pride Allie’s
success in the show ring and her contributions to our breed. After losing
her hearing, Allie and Sonja maintained their especially touching bond
based on hand signals. For us, our beautiful, elegant, and sweet girl will be
forever treasured as the perfect “pet.” Run with the wind dear Allie.

“Allie” Foundation bitch of
Windy Hill (above)

Dr. Robert and Sonja Rickert
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INTERVIEW WITH A MEMBER
Dr Robert & Sonja Rickert
Bob and Sonja's entry into the dog show world occurred in the early 1970's when they acquired their first Newfoundland from Peggy and David Helming at Pouch Cove. Pointers from
Howard and Karen Spey's Bookstor Kennel followed in the late 1980's. Flat-Coats entered the
scene around 1995 when Bob's cousin, Mary Farwell, suggested that it was time to experience
the perfect breed, one that combined the wonderful temperament of the Newfies with the
energy, elegance, and athleticism of Pointers. Mary "insisted" that they take a look at her
promising young male Flat-Coat, a dog she called Zeus (BIS BISS Flatford Zeus The Major God
SH HOF). The Rickerts and Farwells went on to co-own and campaign Zeus to a FCR record for
all-Breed BIS wins, as well as two BISS and a BOS at our national specialties. Zeus is the only
Flat-Coat to win the Sporting Group at Westminste(2001).
After Zeus retired, Bob and Sonja obtained his son Speedee (CH Butterblac's Shift On The Fly
JH) from Doug Windsor in Canada. Speedee was WD and BOW from the puppy classes at the
2002 National Specialty in Chicago, the same show where Zeus received his second BISS. For
many years Speedee held the Canadian BIS record for Flat-Coats. About the same time the
Rickerts also imported Pontus (CH Caci';s Woody Woodpecker) from Sweden.
The next chapter occurred in early 2006 when Leanne Selof bred her bitch Sis (CH Mchuno's
Memories Of Angels) to Pontus. It was this breeding that produced Allie (BISS GCH Bay Creek
I'm All For That JH) who went on to become the foundation bitch and matriarch of Windy Hill
Flat-Coated Retrievers. Allie never
cared much for dog shows. However,
despite being shown very sparingly,
she did manage to carve out a successful confirmation record at our national specialties. Bob jokingly referred to it as Allie's personal version
of a Triple Crown; Best in Puppy
Sweeps (2007), Best of Breed (2012),
and Best in Veteran Sweeps (2017).
Allie’s Best in Show Specialty
Pictured left:
Judge Weis Boermans, LeAnne Selof, Mark
Bettis, Kris Benoit, Bob & Sonja Rickert
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Cont. INTERVIEW WITH A MEMBER
The 2012 Specialty in Wisconsin was especially
exciting. Although Allie had been entered,
showing her was never really planned. It turned
out that their then handlers, Mark Bettis and
John Benoit, had several promising young dogs
to show for Bob and Sonja. Early in the morning
of Best of Breed a decision was made to give
Allie a try. The problem was that there was no
handler for her. John Benoit quickly called his
wife Kris, a well known Dalmation breeder, and
asked her to quickly make the two hour drive
from their home near Chicago to Oconomowoc, WI. and show a dog she had never
seen and knew nothing about. Happily, Kris
“Allie” Best Puppy handled by Mark Bettis
arrived just as Bitch Specials were starting and
was awarded BISS by Wies Boermans, well-known and highly respected breeder judge from the
Netherlands.
Allie was bred just twice, first to Speedee and subsequently to his father Zeus, using a twelve year
old frozen specimen. Those two breedings marked the beginning of Windy Hill Flat-Coated Retrievers. The litters produced multiple Champions and Grand Champions, including the first two Platinum Grand Champion Flat-Coats; Macy (MBIS MRBIS BISS GCHP Windy Hill Dance To The Music SH
HOF) and Kasey (MBIS MRBIS GCHP Windy Hill God Of Fire JH RN HOF). Allie spent her retirement
years with Bob and Sonja at Windy Hill, mostly in and around the pool or just hanging out. At the
time the Rickerts were contacted for this interview, it had become clear that Allie was nearing the
end of her amazing life, a life deserving of special celebration. Sadly, Allie crossed the Rainbow
Bridge just a few days before her fifteenth birthday.
The Rckerts credit their success to the many breeders who have devoted decades and so much energy
to our beloved breed. The pedigrees of every Windy
Hill dog contain the kennel names of countless FlatCoat enthusiasts, many of whom Bob and Sonja are
pleased to know as friends. They regard themselves
as beneficiaries of the knowledge and wisdom of
many mentors, including Mary Farwell, Doug Windsor and Maria White, as well as to their handlers,
Mark Bettis and Angela Lloyd who have shared so
much information about canine quality.
“Allie” Best Veteran in Sweeps handled by Angela Lloyd
Cont. Page 12
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Cont. What is Man Trailing with Jackie Lebbon

SAR on horsback
(above)
Equipment necessary (to left)
Alfie finding his
Man (below)
Training can take a year and a half. To become certified, you must pass a trail laid by the
evaluator 2 times. A mile or more long with 4 different ground cover and 3 turns. The first
trail is aged 4 hours and the second trail is aged 12 hours.
Being on a search team takes a lot of commitment and the training never ends. Jackie
shared he experience when Unit 66 was recently called out to help on a search in the York
area, along with another team and added ground crew members and search dogs.
Jackie and Alfie are a great team
and we are very proud of that FCR
Alfie!
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Welcome New Members

Richard, Barbara and
Mars Gladstone
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Cont. Welcome New Member
Jackie, Lee & Alfie Lebbon
Hi, my name is Jackie Lebbon and I have one flat-coated retriever named Alfie. Sadly, his brother
Ziggy passed away on February 26th 2021. Alfie and I have competed and titled in obedience, rally,
agility, and he is a certified therapy dog through TDI. I am currently training him to be a search
and rescue dog with the team we are on, Special unit 66 search and rescue in Lebanon Pa. I am
anticipating that this month he will become certified. When we aren’t training, we love to hike and
he loves to swim. I am so blessed that I am able to experience this breed and hopefully will be able
to add a puppy to our family.

Cont. GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Ziggy
Riverwind Friendship Seven RE ACT1 CGCA CGCU
TKA
August 12, 2013 – February 26, 2021
Ziggy was our first Flat-coat and he had the true flat-coat
personality!! He kept us on our toes and made us laugh from
the moment we picked him up. He would fall asleep during
obedience class after he caused all the commotion he could,
my goal for most classes was to keep him occupied so he
would not disturb the other dogs. He was a fast learner
though and we were able to compete in obedience, rally obedience, flyball, and agility. We were
able to get many titles with lots of laughs along the way. He was a certified therapy dog and he
loved to go visit the elderly bringing with him boundless love and kisses for them along with a
naughtiness that you just had to love. Ziggy’s love was hiking, swimming, chasing squirrels, camping and digging holes in our yard or whoever’s yard he happened to be in. he wasn’t a snuggly boy
and would prefer to sit outside looking over his kingdom with his stuffed gorilla. Ziggy had a huge
personality and will forever be with us in our hearts.
Jackie, Lee, and Alfie Lebbon

10

Virtual AKC Novice Obedience

Something new from the AKC
The AKC has expanded it's virtual titling classes to include NOVICE obedience. The class is slightly
modified and if you get a CD in virtual you cannot go to OPEN. You will need to get the CD in a proper
AKC trial under 3 judges.
BUT, if you only want the CD this is the best option you can have
They have ALSO included RALLY ADV and EXC now,
all this until DEC 2021
We will have these available if you desire to try earning a new title
Watch our FB page for Virtual testing days or schedule one with us
C&S Country K9 Club LTD
https://www.akc.org/sports/obedience/news-updates/
Check out the AKC website

2020 MAFCRC New TITLE AWARDS
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Cont. member Interview
Continued from page 7

A Big Thank You to Our Donors!
Vicki Taylor
Hope Meaker
Andy Abramowitz
Pat Wolkin
Pat Johnstone
Valerie Bernhardt
Mary Jane Koren
Karen and R Wilson
June Ebeling
Richard Gladstone
Marty and Kenneth McClusky
Carol Wyatt
Gayle Haak
Janet and Bob Herrington
Tina Mohr
Charles Dykes
Kathy and Richard Mackintosh
General donations can be made with
membership renewal.
Specific trophy sponsorships are available to
honor the memory of a dog or person

We also would like to thank the following members for sponsoring the
remaining
Morris & Essex Trophies
Biernat Family
Jennifer Martin
Linda Arble
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When asked about favorite judges, Bob responded that he greatly admired consistency as dogs
were being evaluated in the ring. Among his favorite all-breed judges have been James Reynolds, Michelle Billings, Anne Clark, and Paula
Nykiel, all of whom were especially important
when Bob and Sonja were first getting started in
Flat-Coats.
One of Bob's pet peeves in the dog world is the
focus on terms such as "pet quality" and "just a
pet." Having enjoyed the luxury of many fantastic dogs, from early puppyhood through show careers and then retirement, Bob and Sonja insist
that, for them, they are all first and foremost just
pets.
Bob and Sonja met at age six in Sunday School
while growing up in a small suburban town near
Milwaukee, WI. They attended the same high
school and graduated in the same class but didn't
start dating until Bob was in medical school and
spending a brief summer vacation back home in
Wisconsin. This August, they will celebrate their
60th wedding anniversary. Bob retired in 2007 as
Chairman of the Department of Pathology at the
Saint Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, New
Jersey. Sonja has been very involved in volunteer
and community activities including as Chair of the
Board of Trustees of the Chatham Day
School. They have three daughters and six grandchildren. While still officially New Jersey residents, Bob and Sonja now spend nearly all of
their time at Windy Hill, their home in Ottsville,
PA, just a few miles from Tinicum Park, the site of
the annual Bucks County Kennel Club
show.

About the Tick-Borne Disease Research Initiative
The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) Tick-Borne Disease Research Initiative was created in
2016 to address the growing threat of tick-borne disease to canine and human health. Disease occurs when ticks infected with a pathogen directly bites a dog or human and transmit the pathogen
into the body. Many tick-borne pathogens infect dogs and can also infect humans. The geographic
distribution of ticks is spreading and can change yearly by season and region of the United States.
CHF is taking a One Health action to address the prevalence, diagnosis, and treatment of tickborne disease. The most important tick-borne diseases of dogs are Ehrlichiosis, Anaplasmosis,
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, Hepatozoonosis, Babesiosis, Bartonellosis, Hemotropic Mycoplasmosis, and Lyme disease. All can have serious health consequences, and infection rates have
been on the rise over the past five years. The feeding time required for disease transmission from a
tick to a dog or person can be as little as 3 – 6 hours!
Webinars:
Fleas, Ticks, What's the Difference? Dr. Chris Adolph, DVM, MS, DACVM (Parasitology), Veterinary Specialist, CAD Veterinary Specialty Operations, Zoetis Animal Health
Tick Borne Infectious Diseases in North America: Clinical and Zoonotic Implications; Dr. Edward B.
Breitschwerdt, DVM, DACVIM, Professor of Medicine and Infectious Diseases, College of Veterinary Medicine, NCSU

Podcast: Dr. Diane Brown, CHF CEO, spoke with Pure Dog Talk in 2018 for this podcast
on Researching Connections Between Ticks and Cancer. Listen to the podcast here.
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MAFCRC CDSP Seminar
Saturday May 8t

Companion Dog Sports Program Seminar
Presented by CDSP Judge Sara Jacobs

Want to learn more about CDSP? Sara Jacobs a CDSP judge will discuss the concepts of CDSP Obedience, rules, scoring, titles and a description and demonstration of exercises at the various levels.
Each participant will have an opportunity to try some of the CDSP exercises from the various levels
with their dog.

Registration
Working Spot*
MAFCRC Members
Non- Members

$40
$50

Auditing Spot
$25
$35

*Limited to 15 working teams (one working dog per handler)

Officers, Board Members & Committee Chairs
OFFICERS
President
Janet Herrington
irishome@embarqmail.com
908-878-6349
Vice President
Peg Forte
wynfcr40@gmail.com
908-763-5724 DAY
908-832-7231 EVE
Treasurer
Bob Herrington
irishome@embarqmail.com
908-362-6429
Recording Secretary
Vivian Koontz
vivekoontz@yahoo.com
814-977-4996
Membership Secretary
Amanda Sypniewski
sypinewski12@gmail
908-887-6896

BOARD MEMBERS
Carol Ann Wyatt
carol@wyattmail.com
908 -510 -3602
Andy Abramowitz
andynabramowitz@gmail.com
201-310-8083

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Conformation
Janet Herrington
irishome@embarqmail.com
908-878-6349

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Field
Valerie Bernhardt
meadowru@ptd.net
Sunshine
Lisa DiStefano
lmdlmt4@gmail.com
Rescue
Mary Jane Koren
korenmj@icloud.com
212-496-4044

Trophy
Mary Jane Koren
korenmj@icloud.com
212-496-4044
Performance
Amanda Sypniewski
sypinewski12@gmail
908-887-6896
Established April 4, 1983

MAFCRC Newsletter
Deadlines

MAFCRC—Mission Statement

Spring Newsletter
Deadline—March 15th
Publication - April

To encourage and promote the responsible breeJding of healthy
purebred Flat-Coated Retrievers, and to do all possible to bring
their natural qualities to perfection.

Summer Newsletter
Deadline—June 15th
Publication— July
Fall Newsletter
Deadline—September 15th
Publication—October
Winter Newsletter
Deadline— December 15th
Publication—January

Please submit your news to:
vivekoontz@yahoo.com withMAFCRC Newsletter in Subject

To urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the
breed as approved by the American Kennel Club as the only standard of excellence by which Flat-Coated Retrievers shall be judged.
To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the
breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at dogs shows,
obedience trials and field trials; and, to have fun with our dogs.
To conduct sanctioned matches, specialty shows, obedience trials,
and field trials under the rules of the American Kennel Club.
To educate MAFCRC members and other interested parties as to
health, natural qualities and training of the breed; and to conduct
training sessions for MAFCRC members.

