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Presidentôs Message 

 
Summer is over and I hope that everyone had a great 
one. There are numerous events that MAFCRC is of-
fering this fall and we are hoping that youôll come out 
and participate with your dogs.  
 
MAFCRC and the Garden State Golden Retriever 
Club are holding Working Certificate and Working Cer-
tificate Excellent tests on Sunday October 22. Once 
again, we are having Fast Cat in November 11,12 in 
Barto PA, and a Supported entry with puppy and vet-
eran sweeps, Rally and Obedience and a club meet-
ing on  
December 10

th
 in Oaks, PA.   

 
I would like to ask that everyone in the club fill out the 
confidential on-line FCR health survey. Please com-
plete a separate survey for each FCR currently living 
with you (healthy and unhealthy), as well as any previ-
ously owned FCRs that may be deceased.  
Please go to  
https://ofa.org/about/health-surveys/?survey=FR  
and complete the survey. 
 
Enjoy the newsletter and we hope to see you soon. 

 

Janet Herrington 

President 
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The Club hosted our annual dock diving event on Saturday August 5
th
 from 9am to 12pm 

at Splash Town in Warwick, NY.  Twelve dogs and their owners enjoyed a beautiful    

summer morning. 

 

After organizing the dogs by swimming and diving ability and a brief discussion; the owner 

of the facility, Ginny Pastor proceeded to give a full 

hour of instruction 

to the dogs that 

needed swimming 

or diving help.  

 

After the hour of 

instruction, the next 

two hours, we had 

the dogs rotate 

through as many 

turns and spend as 

much time  

swimming and  

diving as possible. 
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A few highlightsé. 

 

Wiley owned by Pat Wolkin and Jim Pinkman 

continues to improve on his swimming ability 

and Marty showed he can still jump and dive.   

 

Cliff owned by Gail Young also improved on his 

swimming.  Corky owned by Janet Mines Krings 

showed that she is an excellent swimmer and 

diver. 

 

Mary Jane Koren brought her new puppy Fig to 

get his first experience in the water. 

 

A big thank you to those club mem-
bers who continue to support this and 
other club events but due to lack of 
member interest we had to open the 
event up to other breeds in order to fill 
enough spots to hold the event. 
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Klinger-Cooley Family  
 

Allow me to introduce the Klinger-Cooley family to the proud members of the es-

teemed MAFCRC.  We are a passionate group who has wholeheartedly embraced 

the charm and allure of Flat-Coated Retrievers.  Our journey began three years ago 

when Trent, our first Flat-Coated Retriever, joined our family.  Since then, our ado-

ration for this breed has only deepened.  We are captivated by their youthful and 

playful personalities, and we cherish the sweet, loving nature and boundless humor 

he brings to our home.  What truly sets them apart is their remarkable intelligence 

and versatility.  We have actively participated in various activities such as breed 

conformation, obedience training, and therapy dog work, witnessing the profound 

impact these dogs can have on others.  Recently Leia, our talented daughter, has 

taken up the role of junior handler, confidently competing in conformation shows 

alongside Trent.  She now aspires to guide him in rally events, showcasing their in-

credible bond and shared passion.  As for me, Anthony, I am eagerly preparing to 

venture into the exciting realm of training for field trials, eager to witness Trentôs nat-

ural abilities shine.  Our experience with Trent and our unwavering love for the 

breed have solidified our commitment to Flat-Coated Retrievers.  The Klinger-

Cooley family eagerly looks forward to 

expanding our furry family with more 

ñflattiesò and immersing ourselves fur-

ther in the Mid-Atlantic Flat Coated Re-

triever s Club, where we hope to forge 

new friendships and embark on re-

markable adventures together.   

 

Anthony & Jill Klinger-Cooley 

 

BREAKING NEWS! 

Antony & Trent earned their CD 
title this weekend (Oct 1st) with a 
first place and Leia & Trent 
earned their first Rally leg with a 
3rd place!   
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ñGCH Ebonaire Princess Shuriò 
 

On July 29th, Shuri achieved her Grand Championship at 16 

months of age.  Shuri shown by Mary Cummings 

 

Gayle Haak 
 

 

Quill turns Twelve! 

 

ñQuillò  Indulgent India Ink RA CGC will turn 12 on October 
23rd  Quill is a very happy, go lucky boy who loves to play 

ball.   

He has his own fan club of youngsters.  Ida Rakowskyôs 
Gwen, who he became best buddies with when he was 10 
and Gwen,  4 months old.  Plus the Meadowquest pups, 

Brynley and Gabby, think the world of him.  Quill manages to 
keep up with the      spirited youngsters.  

    Quill will celebrate his birthday in style with a new ball, of 
course, a car ride and some special treats.  

 

 Lori Baycar and the Baycar flattie bunch 
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ñFigò  
 Blacfriarôs Riverside on Hudson  

 
At 4 months, Figôs transformed from an animated ball of fuzz to 
a happy puppy thatôs all legs.  He has proven himself an en-
thusiastic swimmer and has already learned to keep 4 on the 
floor when greeting his adoring admirers.  His big sister Topsy 

thinks he has all the makings of a great therapy dog  
 
 

Mary Jane Koren 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ñKnightò 
Argonôs Braveheart CGC, TKN 

                                    
Please welcome Argonôs Braveheart CGC, TKN (Knight)  

 
 
 
 
 
Bob and I had a great summer that kept us busy. We wel-
comed our first grandchild, Dylan Thomas Herrington, in 
June and in July we brought home a puppy Knight.  
 
We forgot how sharp those puppy teeth are! He loves to 
swim, run, retrieve and attack Prince. Knight and Prince 

have been having a great time and Prince enjoys when Knight finally takes a nap.  
 
We completed AKC star puppy and he earned his first 2 titles at 4 months.  We trained with 
Carol Wyatt at Country K9 Club at it was a blast. We hope that he can learn to stand still for 
a minute for the Supported in December! 
 

 .ƻō ϧ WŀƴŜǘ IŜǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
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DOG NOSES HELPING SAVE OLIVE TREES 

    In Italy, the olive trees are dying because of a type of bacterium (Xylelia fastidosis) 

has been killing me olive trees in southern Italy for the past 10 years. This bacteria 

clogs the vessels that carry water to the roots and from the roots to the trees. That 

bacterium slowly chokes the trees to death. The disease is spread by the common 

Spittlebugs, when they bite an infected leaf, the bacteria moves into their saliva and 

the bugs transmit the disease when  they feed on the next plant.  

 

   There are several strains of this bacterium and together they affect 595 plants spe-

cies worldwide. It has decimated orange fields in Brazil, vineyards in Southern Cali-

fornia. pear trees in Taiwan and now in Italyôs olive trees. There is no known cure. 

Once diseased plants are identified, they must be destroyed and the plants in the ar-

ea around them need to be inspected to see if they are also infected. 

 

    The Italians learned that dogs had been using their incredible olfactory skills to 

identify diseases on plants. They discovered that a team of California experts had fig-

ured out that a dogôs sense of smell could detect the bacterium on citrus fruits.  The 

Italians began training dogs, which does take some time. As usual the dogs are work-

ing for a reward. They've been using Labradors, English Springer Spaniels, German 

Shepherds, Cocker Spaniels and other dogs to do this work. 

    The olive trees in the Puglia area of southern Italy numbered 60 million just a few 

years ago. Bacterium has infected and killed 21 million of the trees, many of whom 

for centuries old 

Want to learn more: www.bbc.com/future/article/20230111-the-super-sniffer-dog 
  

by Peg Forte    



BY VIRGINIA MORELL (SCIENCE MAGAZINE) 

 

Dogs' noses just got a bit more amazing. Not only are they up to 100 million times more sensi-

tive than ours, they can sense weak thermal radiationðthe body heat of mammalian prey, a 

new study reveals. The find helps explain how canines with impaired sight, hearing, or smell 

can still hunt successfully. 

 

"It's a fascinating discovery," says Marc Bekoff, an ethologist, expert on canine sniffing, and 
professor emeritus at the University of Colorado, Boulder, who was not involved in the study. 
"[It] provides yet another window into the sensory worlds of dogs' highly evolved cold noses." 
The ability to sense weak, radiating heat is known in only a handful of animals: black fire bee-
tles, certain snakes, and one species of mammal, the common vampire bat, all of which use it 
to hunt prey. 
 
Most mammals have naked, smooth skin on the tips of their noses around the nostrils, an area 
called the rhinarium. But dogs' rhinaria are moist, colder than the ambient temperature, and 
richly endowed with nervesðall of which suggests an ability to detect not just smell, but heat. 
To test the idea, researchers at Lund University and Eºtvºs Lor§nd University trained three pet 
dogs to choose between a warm (31ÁC) and an ambient-temperature object, each placed 1.6 
meters away. The dogs weren't able to see or smell the difference between these objects. 
(Scientists could only detect the difference by touching the surfaces.) After training, the dogs 
were tested on their skill in double-blind experiments; all three successfully detected the ob-
jects emitting weak thermal radiation, the scientists reveal today in Scientific Reports. 
 
Next, the researchers scanned the brains of 13 pet dogs of various breeds in a functional mag-
netic resonance imaging scanner while presenting the pooches with objects emitting neutral or 
weak thermal radiation. The left somatosensory cortex in dogs' brains, which delivers inputs 
from the nose, was more responsive to the warm thermal stimulus than to the neutral one. The 
scientists identified a cluster of 14 voxels (3D pixels) in this region of the dogs' left hemi-
spheres, but didn't find any such clusters in the right, and none in any part of the dogs' brains 
in response to the neutral stimulus. 
 
Together, the two experiments show that dogs, like vampire bats, can sense weak hot spots 
and that a specific region of their brains is activated by this infrared radiation, the scientists 
say. They suspect dogs inherited the ability from their ancestor, the gray wolf, who may use it 
to sniff out warm bodies during a hunt. 
 
"The study is consistent with other research that describes the combined dog nose and brain 
as a sophisticated platform for processing a broad range of signals," says Gary Settles, an 
emeritus professor of mechanical engineering at Pennsylvania State University, University 
Park, who has studied dogs' sniffing abilities. He doubts, however, "that the dog rhinarium can 
distinguish patterns of hot and cold objects at a distance," suggesting dogs' thermal detection 
skills may not be useful for long distance hunting. "[T]hat needs further study." 
 
If nothing else, the work suggests the extraordinary skills of the sled dog Buck, who tracked 
prey "not by sight or sound or smell, but by some other and subtler sense" in Jack Lon-
don's Call of the Wild, aren't completely fictional after all. 

ф 

NEW SENSE DISCOVERED IN DOGSô NOSES:  

THE ABILITY TO DETECT HEAT 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-60439-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-60439-y
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ŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ hƪ нΥлр 

ta ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƻũΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ-¢I9 ǇŜǊπ

ŦŜŎǘ ŎǊŀǘŜ ǎǇƻǘΗ  

CǊƛŘŀȅ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΗ унф ǘƻǘŀƭ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴπ

ǘŜǊΦ ссф ŘƻƎǎ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΦ !ƭƭ ²ŀƭƪ ǘƘǊǳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜπ

ǘǿŜŜƴ т-у !aΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǾƛƎƛπ

ƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ н ǊƛƴƎǎΣ bƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

ȅƻǳ ƛƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ WǳŘƎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ннф ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƛƴ 

9!/I ǊƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ н ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ 



/ƻƴǘΦ w![[¸ b!¢Lhb![ /I!atLhb{ILt 

 мм 

ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ млл ǿŀǎ 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ нр҈- ǇƘŜǿΗ .Ŝŀǳ 

ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ млл ŀƴŘ ŀ ффΦ DǊŜŀǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ōǳǘ ŀǘ 

мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ C/wǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

.ƻǊŘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭƛŜǎΦ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǇ олΣ ǎǝƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŀŘΦ  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŀȅΦ hƴŜ ǊƛƴƎ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ 

ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ 

ŘƻƎǎ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻǇ нлΗΗΗ hƪ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ 

ΧΧΦ.ǳǘ ŀƊŜǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǘ тΥол 

!aΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ǳƴǝƭ мΥлл ta 

ŀƴŘ оΥолΦ [ǳŎƪƛƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳ ǎƻ 

.Ŝŀǳ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƎǎ 

ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ hũ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

wŀƭƭȅ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ нлноΗ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǿŜπ

ǎƻƳŜ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǊƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ффΦ bƻ 

ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŬƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ 

.ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Řŀȅ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ мллΗ  

aŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘ ǿŜ 

ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΦ  !ǘ 

с taΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΣ ƘŜǊŜ 

ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ плл ǘƻǘŀƭ 

ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ офуΗ 

L ŀƳ ±9w¸ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭΣ ƴƻ 

ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ 

9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘΣ 

ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǇǊƻǳŘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ C/wΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ нл ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ  

ǝƳŜΦ CLb![ w9{¦[¢{Υ ноǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ннф ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŜǾŜƭ !ǊƳōŀƴŘІмнрс 

D/I. /I w!/I {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŎƘ .ŜŀǳŦƻǊǘϥǎ wŜŎƻǊŘ ²ȅƴŘǎ ¦5 waн w!9н h! !·W /D/ ¢YL όCƭŀǘ-

/ƻŀǘŜŘ wŜǘǊƛŜǾŜǊύ полΦн hǿƴŜǊΥ /ŀǊƻƭ !ƴƴ ²ȅŀǧ IŀƴŘƭŜǊΥ /ŀǊƻƭ ²ȅŀǧ  

²ƻǳƭŘ L Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΚΚ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǾŜƴǳŜΦ Lǘ  ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƻǝŎ ϧ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ 

ǳǎ ōƻǘƘΦ bƻǿ ǿŜ Řƻ bƻǎŜ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜ ŀ ŘǳŎƪΗΗ  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ .Ŝŀǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ  - /ŀǊƻƭ ²ȅŀǧ 

/hbDw!¢¦[!¢Lhb{ .9!¦ ϧ /!wh[Η 

ноǊŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ннф ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƭŜǾŜƭ  

 {ŎƻǊŜ офт ƻŦ плл ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǝƳŜ полΦр ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ 

 

D/I. /I w!/I {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŎƘ .ŜŀǳŦƻǊǘϥǎ wŜŎƻǊŘ ²ȅƴŘǎ 

¦5 waн w!9н h! !·W /D/ ¢YL  

Ім wŀƭƭȅ Cƭŀǘ-/ƻŀǘŜŘ wŜǘǊƛŜǾŜǊ нлно 



hƴŎƻYфτ/ŀƴƛƴŜ /ŀƴŎŜǊ {ŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ 

мн 

 
  

 A presentation on the new canine cancer screening test was 

held during the 2023 FCR National Specialty.  The brochure 

below highlights the test which requires a blood draw and a 

special test kit ordered by your veterinarian.  A rough estimate 

of the cost by my local veterinarian was $800-1,000.  The test 

may be covered by some pet insurance.  Results are received 

in 1-2weeks and if the test is positive, more testing would be 

needed to determine the type/stage of cancer present 

(ultrasounds, CT scan etc.)  The representative stated only 

1.5% false positive test.  Common cancers detected are He-

mangiosarcoma, Osteosarcoma, Lymphoma, Melanoma etc. 

 

For more information:  www.oncok9.info/pet-parents.com 

 

Thank you to Janet Herrington for arranging the informative 

health seminar and for the following health check pages. 


